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the occasion of the homage in 1840, at Cologne in 1842,                         f

and elsewhere.    I venture upon no conjecture as to what                         \

effect upon the King's attitude, upon his romantic medi-                         \
seval reminiscences of the Empire as regarded Austria and

the Princes, and upon the previous and subsequent strong                         i

royalist sentiment in the country, would have been pro-                         I

duced by a consciousness that he had definitely overcome                         '

the insurrection which elsewhere on the continent outside                          *
of Russia remained face to face with him as the sole victor.

A victory won on the pavement would have been of a

different sort and of less range than that afterwards won                          \

on the battlefield.    It has, perhaps, proved better for our                         *

future that we had to stray plodding through the wilder-                          /
ness of intestine conflicts from 1848 to 1866, like the Jews

before they entered the Promised   Land.    We  should                         *

hardly have been spared the wars of 1866 and 1870 even                          ;

if our neighbours, who collapsed in 1848, had regained                         ^

strength and courage by means of support from Paris,                         ]

Vienna, and other quarters.    It is a question whether the                         j

operation of historical events upon the Germans by the                         J

shorter and quicker path of a victory in March 1848 would                         \

have been the same as that which we see to-day, and which                          \

gives the impression that the dynasties, and more espe-                          f

cially those which were formerly prominently ' particular-                          *
istic,' are more friendly disposed towards the Empire than

are the political groups and parties.                                                           I

My first visit to Sans-Souci took place under unfavour-
able conditions;    In the early part of June, a few days                         '*
before  the retirement of the Minister-President Ludolf
Camphausen, I was at Potsdam, when a court messenger                          \
sought me out at the inn to tell me that the King wanted                          j
to speak to me.    I said, being still under the impression
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